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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at the
Omni Shoreham Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Antonio Riley, Wisconsin State Rep-
resentative; Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado, general
chair, Democratic National Committee; Al From,
president, Democratic Leadership Council; Will
Marshall, president, Progressive Policy Institute;
Gov. Thomas R. Carper of Delaware; Lt. Gov.
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend of Maryland; and
Jill Docking, cochair, Kansas Justice Commission.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content to these remarks.

Remarks at a Reception for the
SAVER Summit

June 4, 1998

Thank you very much, and welcome to the
White House. I want to say again a special
word of thanks to Senator Breaux and the
other Members of Congress who have
pushed this summit. I believe that Congress-
man Neal, Payne and Clay are here, and
there were others, of course, with us earlier
in the day. I thank Secretary Herman for her
outstanding leadership.

I think it is truly remarkable that Louisiana
State has gone so far in the baseball finals.
[Laughter] And I say that as a neighbor. I’ve
actually known about John Breaux—John
Breaux and I first ran for office in 1974, and
we had the same ad person. So I knew about
John Breaux sort of from a distance. And my
guy, who was his guy, kept saying, ‘‘You’re
so earnest. You just don’t have the kind of
moves that Breaux does.’’ [Laughter]

And Louisiana—I grew up in Arkansas so
he’s my neighbor. And it’s just different down
there. [Laughter] Really. Baseball—it’s the
only State in the country where, in all prob-
ability, everybody on the baseball team has
to slow down to play that sport, instead of
speed up. [Laughter] It’s just an amazing
place.

I quoted Benjamin Franklin today and told
you all the story about his leaving the £2,000
to Boston and Philadelphia. Franklin also
once said, it’s better to go to bed without
supper than to wake up in debt. And we’re
almost out of debt, so we’re giving you drinks
and not supper here tonight. [Laughter] But
at least we’re making progress. And if we’re

quick enough, at least you’ll be able to have
supper. [Laughter]

There was a good feeling in that room
today when all of us were there. I think you
all felt good about it; I felt good about it.
The reason we felt good about it is because
you like to see your leaders working together
and listening to you. And that’s the way it
ought to work around here all the time.

I keep telling people I have to travel out
in the country and see people and just sit
and listen on a regular basis to remind myself
that I’m supposed to be working for you in-
stead of against them, and vice versa—that
that’s really what we’re all here for. And I
think the fact that we have this level of com-
mon commitment is some evidence that we
understand this is a big deal, and you don’t
have the luxury of engaging in petty politics.

Here you are in this remarkable East
Room, with this wonderful picture of Theo-
dore Roosevelt, the only American President
ever to win the Nobel Prize for Peace, for
helping to settle the war between Russia and
Japan in 1905. And there’s this very famous
picture of George Washington that was
painted by Gilbert Stuart in 1797. We bought
it for $500. It’s worth slightly more than that
today. [Laughter] It’s appreciated even more
than Benjamin Franklin’s £2,000. [Laughter]

And I think about it because that picture
was hanging in this room, and there was food
all over the room, and there was a banquet
being prepared, when James Madison was
President. And he was the last President ever
to actually be the Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces. He actually rode into bat-
tle with our forces in the War of 1812. And
in 1814 when the British came up the river
and burned the White House, Madison was
in Maryland, near here, with the troops,
thinking that he would be able to cut them
off. But they came up the river instead.

And so they sent word to Mrs. Madison
and to the others to get out of here and aban-
don the banquet. So when the British got
here, they found all this food. They sat down
and ate our food, and then they burned the
house—[laughter]—which was a sort of an
efficient thing for them to do, I guess.
[Laughter] But the point is, James Madison
said, ‘‘Leave and don’t take anything but that
picture.’’ Because that picture symbolized

VerDate 08-JUN-98 08:13 Jun 10, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P23JN4.005 INET01 PsN: INET01



1047Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / June 4

our roots. It is a truly priceless American
treasure now, which would not have been
there but for the fact that Dolley Madison
had the presence of mind, with the British
breathing down her throat, to cut it out of
its frame, roll it up, preserve it, and get to
safety.

We have a remarkable way of coming to-
gether as a democracy when our existence
is threatened. When we have a chance to do
something really big, we have a remarkable
way of coming together, as, I think, we had
enormous support across party lines for the
constructive role the United States played in
the peace process in Ireland, for example.
And now I believe there’s a great deal of sup-
port for what we have done in Bosnia, be-
cause it’s working. It is harder to get a de-
mocracy together when you’re dealing with
a very large problem, but it’s not right on
your doorstep; it’s 10, or 20, or 30 years down
the road.

And one of the most impressive things to
me about the young people—the young peo-
ple who work here, for example, at the White
House, the young people I meet at the col-
leges and universities or in workplaces
around the country—is that I find they really
do spend a fair amount of time thinking
about what America will be like in 20, or
30, or 40 years. And it’s a tribute to their
parents; it’s a tribute to their educators; and
more than anything else, it’s a tribute to
them.

But those of us who are, like Senator
Breaux and Secretary Herman and I, sort of
on the cutting edge of the baby boom bur-
den, we’ve had a pretty good run in this
country. This country has been very good to
us. We’ve had an amazing life. But we also
have not had many opportunities, because of
the divisions of the last 30 years, to really
coalesce our country and to take on these
big, long-term challenges.

Now, in trying to deal with the challenges
of Social Security and the other savings
issues—of Medicare, preserving the environ-
ment for the long time while we grow the
economy, and all the other big challenges of
the country—those of us who are in our mid-
dle years or later, who are in a position to
really make decisions here, this is the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime for us. And for reasons,
as I said earlier today—for reasons, I think,

largely due to the success our country is en-
joying now, our democracy will permit us to
do it. And our children are demanding that
we do it.

And so I think you should be mindful of
that, and you should be happy about it, be-
cause not every citizen gets to do what you’re
being asked to do, not every generation has
a chance to do—to preserve the country and
keep it strong and united and growing for
a whole generation as you’re being given the
chance to do.

So I hope you will not only take this seri-
ously, as I know you will, but enjoy it. And
then when you leave here, do what you can
to convey this sense of both possibility and
urgency to the people with whom you come
in contact with across the country, because
we have to maintain this sense in the country
that this is something their democracy ought
to produce, that this is not something that
just leaders can do alone but is something
we can do together. And with your leadership
and energy, I believe we will.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks at the South Dakota Victory
Fund Dinner
June 4, 1998

Thank you so much, Senator Daschle. I
wish I had taped that. [Laughter] And every
time I’d get kind of discouraged or down I
could just flip on the tape and listen to Tom’s
voice.

Thank you all. I thank the other Members
of the Senate for being here. And, Mayor
Barger, thank you for coming. And some of
you have come from even further away than
South Dakota, and I thank all of you for
being here, for a truly magnificent leader of
the Senate and of our party and for our coun-
try.

I had a very interesting few days and sort
of thinking about the past, the present, and
the future. I had my 30th college reunion
over the weekend. And I thought, I don’t
know where all those years went. I had occa-
sion to go to Texas and do a little work for
our party and for the Members of the House
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